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S L 
Sharing One Language 

SOL, Bridge Chambers, The Strand, Barnstaple, Devon, EX31 1HB, UK.   E-m: sol@sol.org.uk   Fax: 
+44 1271 321640 

 

2010 ENGLISH  LANGUAGE  OPEN COURSES  for 
small groups 

 
Our very successful English language courses are now in their 19th year. We have now welcomed 
over 34,000 students to these courses, almost all from Eastern Central Europe. Almost all 
students come as part of a group with their regular teachers where pre-course consultation ensures 
that what we provide is what will most help the students!  
 
Where numbers from one school make things uneconomic, we try to link schools together.  
However after the success of our open courses these past 2 summers, we are extending this 
scheme to include our new centre in Tiverton as well, for the two month period June 23 to the end 
of August.  It means whatever size your group is, you pay the fixed price of £405.  Conditions are 
explained below.  
 
The overwhelming feedback on our courses is excellent - very practical and concentrating on 
giving students confidence to use English naturally.  Our visits include fieldwork aimed at giving 
students confidence when talking to people.  Our host families provide a lot of help with this in 
the evenings and on Sunday.  If a student only has a short time with us for a language course, we 
want that time made maximum use of, and those evenings are very important!! Since 2003, our 
new location and use of drama in the courses have further enhanced our reputation.   
 
The daytime is usually divided into two; one half classes, the other short trips or activities. 
Lessons involve a great deal of practical use of language, dealing with real situations, and are 
often related to work done with the families or in the activities or visits undertaken. The visits are 
both to beautiful places and with guides who further engage the students in using the language. 
 
POINTS TO NOTE 
• One teacher place is free for every 8 students (there may be a small charge if the group is smaller) 
• The BEST VALUE quality English course in the UK 
• 10% deposit confirms the booking 
• We are open ALL year! The climate is moderate, and winters are mild - the Atlantic Ocean is  
just a few km away! 
• The price is FIXED and INCLUSIVE - no hidden extras, other than any special requests e.g. 
Youth hostels, or visits after leaving Devon. 
• The course involves 10 days and 9 nights in England 
• Full 8˝ hour programme each day except family day 
• Students will be placed in friendly and supportive families, sometimes with other students from 
another country 
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• One half price place is available for children of accompanying teachers if their own group is 18 
or more. 
• We do cover expenses incurred by the organising teacher, so no teacher will be out of pocket 
organising a group. 
• The number of teaching groups will depend on the number of students and their relative levels, 
but we will be working on a maximum ratio of approximately 1:15  
• Safety and security of students are paramount - and the small towns we are based in provide a 
safe environment 
• SOL is a small organisation and treats everyone personally before during and after the stay. 
 

LOCATION 
BIDEFORD and TIVERTON will be the location for these courses. Bideford is a market town in 
North Devon, 300 km due west of London and Tiverton is in mid Devon about 50Km nearer 
London!   Both are in the beautiful South West of England.  This is the “REAL” England!!! 
 
THE FAMILIES 
All families have been carefully selected and are personally visited in their homes by SOL, to 
ensure that we only use good, supportive friendly hosts. They provide all meals (including packed 
lunch on course days), and take responsibility for getting the student safely to and from the SOL 
centre. If any problems arise, they are dealt with on a personal level. 
Bedroom accommodation will provide necessary privacy for quiet reading and study, though 
much of the evening time and Sunday will be spent with the family itself. Many families enjoy 
welcoming more than one student at a time and we have found that when students are placed 
together they help and encourage each other to use English in a family environment. It is often 
possible to place students from different nationalities together in a family. 
Students and teachers are asked to complete a simple information sheet about themselves in order 
to help us match families and guests as far as possible. These sheets need to be received by us at 
least 4 weeks before the course begins. 
 
TRAVEL 
SOL will provide all transport from and to London hostels or airports as detailed below 
 
WHEN TO VISIT 
The Open Courses are only operating in the period June 23 to August 28, although we receive 
group throughout the year. 
As the summer is very busy, we do urge teachers to discuss with their Head about a term-time 
visit if at all possible!! The educational value to a student of such a trip is unquestionable!!  It 
benefits more than just their English and is perhaps the most significant experience of their school 
career.  
As for the weather, the climate is moderate in all seasons, and the good sunshine record is one of 
the reasons why it is such a popular holiday area. Although it can be unpredictable most groups 
find it much better than its image!!   When it rains, it rarely lasts long, and, even in winter, day 
temperatures are always above 0°C.  Bring something windproof though! 
 
Arrival in Devon will be on the following days: Mondays July 5, 19 and Aug 9 and Wednesdays 
June 23, July 28 and Aug 18 
SOL will arrange to meet each group at a London location (airport or hostel) at an agreed time up 
to 14.30 before transferring to Devon via Stonehenge (if there have been no delays).   Groups 
whose best flights arrive after 14.30 should fly the previous day and arrange accommodation in 
London (SOL can deal with this). 
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Departure from Devon will be at 06.30 on July 2nd, 14th and 28th then August 6th, 18th, 27th.  
Return flights should not be booked before 13.00 from Heathrow or 14.30 from the other London 
airports.   Again London accommodation should be considered if earlier flights are preferred. 
 
SOL cannot guarantee to offer additional coach journeys within London for sightseeing at the 
time of booking.  However once the make-up of the final group is known then it may be possible 
to offer this for a supplementary payment. 
 
Your local contact is: 
 

Sanja Čonjagić 
 

E-mail : office@premiercentar.com, international@elta.org.rs,  
  Tel :  064 427 60 59   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

mailto:office@premiercentar.com
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S L 
Sharing One Language 

SOL, Bridge Chambers, The Strand, Barnstaple, Devon, EX31 1HB, UK.   E-m: sol@sol.org.uk   Fax: 
+44 1271 321640 

ENGLISH  LANGUAGE  COURSES  2010 

Our very successful English language courses are now in their 19th year.  We have now 
welcomed over 34,000 students to these courses, almost all from Eastern Central Europe.    
Most students come as part of a group with their regular teachers. Our pre-course 
consultation with you ensures that what we provide is what will most help your students!   
Where numbers from one school make things uneconomic, we try to link schools 
together, but our new open courses make that much less of a problem.   
 
The overwhelming feedback on courses is excellent - very practical and concentrating on 
giving students confidence to use English naturally.  On visits fieldwork is now being 
introduced to provide more opportunity for using English.  Also the tasks set for the 
evenings give a chance for our host families to help with this, both in the evenings and on 
Sunday.  If a student only has a short time with us for a language course, we want that 
time made maximum use of, and all their time with us is very important!!   
Since 2003, our new locations by the river in Barnstaple and Bideford, and now in 
Tiverton, have further enhanced our courses. 
 
The daytime is usually divided into two; one half classes, the other short trips or 
activities.  Lessons involve a great deal of practical use of language, dealing with real 
situations, and are often related to work done with the families or in the activities or visits 
undertaken.  The visits are both to beautiful places and with guides who further engage 
the students in using the language. 
 
POINTS TO NOTE 
One teacher comes free for every complete group of 8 students  
The BEST VALUE caring, quality English course in the UK.   We do not use agents. 
10% deposit confirms the booking – which is held provisionally for one month.   
We are open ALL year!   The climate is moderate, and winters are mild - the Atlantic 
Ocean is just 10 km away! 
The price is INCLUSIVE - no hidden extras, other than any special visits or requests e.g. 
Youth hostels, or visits after leaving Devon.  
Quoted course length is the no. of days IN England, NOT including the no. of days on the 
coach!! 
Full 8½ hour programme each day except family day 
Students are placed in friendly and supportive families, often with other students and, 
where levels are similar, from another country  
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1 half price place is available, for children of accompanying teachers for every 18 
students brought - these do not count towards determining the number of teaching groups 
or free teacher places. 
We can book Youth hostels to extend the stay in the UK, but need to be paid for at the 
time of booking (exact price + £20 fee/group) 
For schools with small groups of students who wish to travel by coach we try to find 
similar schools to join with them.    
We do cover expenses incurred by the organising teacher, so no teacher will be out of 
pocket organising a group. 
Additional teaching groups can be agreed.  Normally 1 is given for up to 18 fully paid 
students, 2 for 19 - 40 students and 3 if more. 
Safety and security of students are paramount – evenings are with the families unless 
responsibility is transferred to the visiting teacher.  
Adults are welcome as participants but there is a small daily supplement to pay.   
SOL is a small organisation and treats everyone personally before during and after the 
stay. 
 
LOCATION 
SOL has three centres in Devon; Barnstaple & Bideford and Tiverton.  All three towns 
are safe environments, have populations under 30,000 and are situated 300 km due west 
of London in the beautiful South West of England.  This is the REAL England!!! 
 
OTHER COURSES RUN BY SOL 
Each summer we run a Language Development and Methodology course for 
TEACHERS.   Because our commitment is to support teachers of English in their work, 
we run this on a highly subsidised basis - and without any loss of quality.    It is definitely 
the lowest UK price by far (415 GBP)!!       A slightly longer course eligible for 
Comenius funding is also run. 
 
THE FAMILIES 
All families have been carefully selected and are personally visited in their homes by 
SOL, to ensure that we only use good, supportive friendly hosts.  They provide all meals 
(including packed lunch on course days), and take responsibility for getting the student to 
and from the SOL centre.  If any problems arise, they are dealt with on a personal level.  
Bedroom accommodation will provide necessary privacy for quiet reading and study, 
though much of the evening time and Sunday will be spent with the family itself.  Many 
families enjoy welcoming more than one student at a time and we have found that when 
students are placed together they help and encourage each other to use English in a 
family environment.  It is sometimes possible to place students from different 
nationalities together in a family, but whatever the situation the language of the home is 
English!! 
 
Students and teachers are asked to complete a simple information sheet about themselves 
in order to help us match families and guests as far as possible.  These sheets need to be 
received by us at least 4 weeks before the course begins. 
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TRAVEL 
By coach:   This is usually your most economical way of travelling, and you see a lot of 
Europe en route!  You arrange the coach transport in your own country, we organise the 
ferry and driver accommodation and the coach is used for all trips.  Linking with other 
schools in the area may make this more of a possibility as a full coach will mean lower 
costs to the students.  
 
By air or public service coach:  We meet you at your arrival point in London (or Bristol) 
and provide all the transport within England.  For a group of 40 students, the cost of the 
course is almost the same as by coach.    
 
 
WHEN TO VISIT 
Inevitably we have too many requests for the spring and summer vacation periods.   It is 
very busy then, and we do urge teachers to discuss with their Head about a term-time 
visit if at all possible.  The educational value to a student of such a trip is 
unquestionable!!    It benefits more than just their English and is perhaps the most 
significant experience of their school career. 
 
As for the weather, the climate is moderate in all seasons, and the good sunshine record is 
one of the reasons why it is such a popular holiday area.   Although it can be 
unpredictable most groups find it much better than its image!!  When it rains, it rarely 
lasts long, and, even in winter, day temperatures are always above 0°C.   
 
Arrival in Devon will normally be on a Monday or Tuesday afternoon (Sunday for 7 day 
visits).  The departure, the following week, will be early enough to allow a full 8+hour 
day in London for groups using their own coach.  In Devon the whole programme is fully 
organised, but after leaving Devon the responsibility lies with the group leader, though 
SOL is ready to give as much assistance as needed in planning further visits.   Many 
groups plan extra nights near London or elsewhere enabling the group to visit other 
places of interest (e.g.: Bath, Oxford, Stratford).  SOL is ready to help with all this but 
much can be arranged nowadays on-line!  
 
 
LANGUAGE COURSE PRICES 2010 
Groups booked and 50% paid for by Dec 22nd will receive a 5% price reduction for all 
students booked in at that point 
 
COACH GROUPS 
The price does not include travel, but includes accommodation, full board, tuition and 
guiding, all admission charges in Devon plus Stonehenge, return ferry crossings and 
guest-house accommodation for 2 coach drivers.  
A small budget for each group is set aside to cover organising teachers’ expenses. 
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Days 
in UK 

Nights 
in 
Devon 

STANDARD 
PRICE 

Winter 
Season 

Mid 
Season 

Summer 
Season 

Tiverton 
Reduction 

(includes 
Stonehenge 
& London). 

  
21 Mar – 29 
May;  
  31Aug  - 9 
Oct  

 
To 20 Mar 
and 
From 10 
Oct 

 
1 Jun - 3 
Jul 
 18 – 28 
Aug 

 
4 Jul - 
18 Aug 

 
Mar – May 
& Sept  
only 

10 9 £310 £280 £325 £345 -£8 
9 8 £286 £256 £301 £321 -£6 
8 7 £262 £232 £277 £297 -£4 
7 6 £238 £208 £253 £273 -£2 
6 5 £214 £184 £229 £249 - 
 
Additional days beyond 10:  + £24 per day       Less days than 6:   - 
£20 per day 
Additional teaching groups: are provided automatically and free for groups of 41 or over, 
as long as the numbers have been confirmed as final at least one month beforehand.  
Otherwise a third teaching group will cost £10 per student on an L10 course, and £7 for 
an L7 course. This request needs to be made at least 2 months before the course. 
Adult participants will be charged £3 per night extra (but full-time non-employed 
University students will count as students). 
For small groups prices also hold for 34 + 3 teachers. Otherwise for each student less 
than 34 in number add £12 per day to the total GROUP price. (e.g.: 32 students for an L7 
means (34-32)x12x7 = £168 added to the TOTAL group cost) 
 
AIR GROUPS (or other groups arriving by public transport) 
The price excludes the travel to the UK, but includes everything else including all the UK 
travel, including direct transfers between any London arrival/departure point and North 
Devon at suitable times (we have no night arrivals or departures in Devon which is 4-5 
hours from London).      There will be a supplementary cost for any change from the 
direct route to and from Devon, e.g. for a short visit to central London if flight and 
journey times permit.    
A small budget for each group is also set aside to cover visiting teachers’ expenses, 
except travel. 
 
The prices given below are per student for groups between 18 and 22 in number. 
Otherwise the price will vary with the size of the group, as indicated.   All prices are 
reduced by 5% during the winter season indicated above. 
 
6 – 7 students + 40 % 13 – 17 

students 
+ 10%                            35 – 40 students  - 15%   

8 – 9 students + 25% 23 – 28 
students 

- 5%                               41 – 47 students  - 20% 
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S L 
Sharing One Language 

TEACHER TRAINING COURSE  
FOR TEACHERS OF ENGLISH 

In North Devon 2010 
 

www.sol.org.uk 
 

Since 1992, S.O.L. has received over 34,000 students and 4,000 teachers on its various 
courses in N Devon.  SOL’s excellent reputation is well known, yet it has maintained the 
lowest prices you will find for courses of such high quality, especially for its teacher 
training courses which are run at no-profit if no grant is available.   These continue to be 
held in Barnstaple, the ‘Capital’ of N Devon.  This area is one of the most beautiful parts 
of England, with the spectacular coast of the Atlantic Ocean close by. 
 
We are offering three Courses for 2010. The first two are subsidised by SOL: 
 
Sun 4th July – Wed 14th July 2010    Ref INT 4070.   11 days Cost £415 inclusive 
(within England) 
Sun 18th July – Thu 29th July 2010   Ref INT 4080.   12 days Cost £445 inclusive 
(within England) 
Sun 18th July – Sat 31st July 2010    Ref INT 4081.   14 days Cost €995 but eligible for 
EU grants 
 
All courses are highly practical intensive courses for teachers of English looking for 
refreshing ideas for their teaching, experiencing the cultural life of ‘real’ England and 
developing their own language knowledge in the process.    
 
Accommodation is with host families, who provide all meals, including packed lunch on 
course and departure days, and, where needed, transport to and from the centre each day. 
The success of the courses is greatly enhanced by the quality of our host families, who 
offer warm hospitality to guests and also time in the evening for relaxed conversation.  
This really is an excellent opportunity to spend time communicating in English naturally 
- something that most teachers don’t often get time for! 
The time with the host families is so often underestimated by other institutions. But for 
many it is the highlight of the course and provides excellent language development!  
Here, maybe with a teacher from another country also on the course, conversation is 
relaxed and natural with friendly hosts and in a natural home setting! 
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Application for any course should be made by letter or e-mail at any time to the contact 
overleaf.  Once you have confirmed your ability to take part, we will send all details 
regarding payments, and an information sheet, which we will ask you to complete and 
return to us. This helps with the planning of the course, travel plans and placement with 
an appropriate host family.   A 10% deposit is all that is required to book a place. 
 
Travel to and from England is the individual’s responsibility and is not included in the 
price, though advice can be given. SOL however will organise all travel to Devon for 
morning arrivals in London on the first day.     Heathrow is the meeting point, which is 
accessible from all London airports.   Transport to Devon is included in the price as is all 
travel within the programme.  At the end of the course, the group will be taken to 
Heathrow and London Victoria by noon. Those with later flights will be able to have a 
short sightseeing in London. 
 
Overview 
This course is run by trainers who have current and considerable experience of both 
teaching and teacher training in central Europe, so you can be sure the whole course will 
be relevant to your needs.  It is an intensive but very enjoyable course offering teachers 
of English a unique combination of new interactive classroom strategies, improved 
confidence in speaking English and a varied and well planned cultural experience. Our 
summer 2009 courses saw a record number of participants from twelve different 
European countries. 
 
The Daily Programme runs from 08.30 to 18.00 with an hour for lunch.  The majority of 
the programme will be with the tutors but there will also be several visits to local places 
of interest and a fieldwork approach will give added value to such visits.    Free time for 
discussion and independence won’t be forgotten and for shopping SOL is situated next to 
the town centre! 
 
Course  1 : Authentic British Language and Culture:   July 4th-14th 
 
Do you feel you need to know the 'real' Britain rather than the stereotypical images of red 
phone boxes and beefeaters shown in traditional textbooks? Do you want to be able to 
confidently use the words, phrases and expressions spoken by native speakers? This 
exciting new course is designed to meet two pressing needs of Eastern and Central 
European English teachers. Firstly, it will help you to help them to improve their own 
speaking skills, giving you more confidence in using contemporary British English. 
Secondly, it will prepare you for a trend commonly seen in the latest text books and exam 
syllabuses – namely a comparative and evaluative approach to studying modern British 
culture.  
 
By the end of the course participants will be able to: 
 
speak with greater confidence and fluency in modern colloquial British English 
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use an extended active vocabulary with a focus on contemporary word usage 
identify and explain differences and similarities between life in modern Britain and their 
own country  
use strategies for comparing cultures in their own classes  
use new strategies for teaching colloquial English and, in general, strategies that 
encourage students to speak in their classes  
     
Delivery: 
 
Trainers will teach all topics interactively using strategies that participants can use in 
their own classes 
'Fieldwork' visits to local towns and the Atlantic coast form an integral part of the course, 
forming the basis for a range of project linked classroom activities  
Homework tasks will be set to encourage participants to discuss contemporary language 
and cultural issues with their host families  
Opportunities to discuss British life with visitors from the local community. These will 
usually include civic leaders, representatives of voluntary organizations, teachers and 
high school students from Barnstaple  
 
Course 2:   The Reflective English Teacher :  July 18th  – 29th  
 
Hearing about new teaching ideas at conferences and in books and journals and is one 
thing – applying to your own teaching is quite another! This is the ideal course for 
teachers determined to bridge the gap between theory and practice and improve their 
classroom teaching. Taking a strong 'evidence based' approach to professional 
development, the course will allow participants to experiment with new teaching 
strategies that they can use immediately when they return to their home countries. The 
course will naturally make full use of SOL's location in South West England to help 
develop participant's awareness of contemporary British language and culture.      
 
By the end of the course participants will be able to use a focused range of interactive 
teaching strategies.  
These will include: 
 
Drama and dialogue activities 
Preparing students to deliver formal presentations 
Use of images in the classroom 
Five minute activities  
Creative writing tasks 
Use of music and song lyrics  
Formative assessment strategies (Assessment For Learning) 
 
Delivery  
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Trainers will both demonstrate new strategies and, explain why they are effective in the 
classroom 
Where appropriate, links will be made with preparing students for specific exams 
commonly taken in Central and Eastern Europe 
The trainers will often differentiate to meet the needs of teachers teaching young learners, 
teenagers and adults at all ability levels.  
Throughout the course participants will be encouraged to reflect on their own classroom 
practise and critically evaluate new strategies, often through discussions with other 
participants on the course    
Participants will have opportunity to try these activities out in lesson planning and micro-
teach activities 
  
Course 3:   July 18th  – 31st  
This follows the same pattern as the second course.   However, the final two days provide 
a further in-depth study which will relate to the interests of the participants themselves.    
Further details on a spearate information sheet and on the website. 
 
For further details - or of our student courses - please contact: Sanja Conjagic 
international@elta.org.rs, 0644276059  or direct to: SOL, Bridge Chambers, The Strand, 
Barnstaple, Devon EX31 1HB UK. 
E-mail: sol@sol.org.uk           Tel: +44 1271 327319, FAX: +44 1271 321640                        
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